
 
Sunday, December 3, 2023 

 

Join us live on our Facebook or YouTube page beginning at 9:15 a.m. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Opening Prayer 

 

Hymn: “Never Cease to Praise” 

Words and music: Jeff Bourque. 

 

May we run this race, may we keep the faith,  

may our eyes be fixed on Jesus, 

that we’ll not lose heart in our struggle with sin,  

and through suffering know endurance. 

May we arm ourselves with the mind of Christ  

to rejoice in trials and be not surprised. 

May our hearts be so consumed by You  

that we never cease to praise. 

 

May our company be the saints You’ve called,  

may we all stand firm in one spirit, 

that the gospel’s truth may resound on earth, 

that all living things may hear it. 

May the fruits of faith mark the path we trod  

through the life of Christ to the glory of God. 

May our hearts be so consumed by You  

that we never cease to praise. 

 

May the words we share be Your grace and peace.  

May our tongues speak Your proclamations  

that the many parts of the body of Christ  

be affirmed in their right relation. 

As we long and wait for the groom to come,  

may we learn to love, and spur each other on. 

May our hearts be so consumed by You  

that we never cease to praise. 



 

When that day arrives, and our race is won,  

when our griefs give way to deliverance, 

we will fully know, as we’re fully known,  

all our groans will end as new songs begin. 

And a multitude from every tribe and tongue,  

wearing robes of white, will stand before Your throne, 

And our hearts will be so consumed by You  

that we’ll never cease to praise! 

 

May our hearts be so consumed by You  

that we never cease to praise. 

 

Advent Reading and Candle Lighting 

 

Hymn: “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 

Words by Charles Wesley (verses 1, 4) and Mark Hunt (verses 2 and 3) 

Come, thou long expected Jesus,  

born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us,  

let us find our rest in Thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation,  

hope of all the earth Thou art; 

dear desire of every nation,  

joy of every longing heart. 

 

Joy to those who long to see Thee,  

Dayspring from on high, appear; 

come, Thou promised Rod of Jesse,  

of Thy birth we long to hear! 

O’er the hills the angels singing news,  

glad tidings of a birth: 

“Go to him, your praises bringing;  

Christ the Lord has come to earth.” 

 

Come to earth to taste our sadness,  

he whose glories knew no end; 

by his life he brings us gladness,  

our Redemer, Shepherd, Friend. 

Leaving riches without number,  

born within a cattle stall; 

this the everlasting wonder,  

Christ was born the Lord of all. 

 

Born Thy people to deliver,  



born a child and yet a King, 

born to reign in us forever,  

now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal spirit  

rule in all our hearts alone; 

by Thine all sufficient merit,  

raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

 

Sermon: “Rejoice in the Lord” 

Philippians 4:2–9 (ESV)  
2 I entreat Euodia and I entreat Syntyche to agree in the Lord. 3 Yes, I ask you also, true 

companion, help these women, who have labored side by side with me in the gospel together with 

Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.  
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness be known to 

everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, 

which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  
8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 

whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of 

praise, think about these things. 9 What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—

practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.  

 

Hymn: “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us” 

Words and Music: Stuart Townend. 

 

How deep the Father’s love for us, how vast beyond all measure, 

that He should give His only Son to make a wretch His treasure. 

How great the pain of searing loss, the Father turns His face away 

as wounds which mar the Chosen One bring many sons to glory. 

 

Behold the Man upon a cross, my sin upon His shoulders. 

Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice call out among the scoffers. 

It was my sin that held Him there until it was accomplished. 

His dying breath has brought me life, I know that it is finished. 

 

I will not boast in anything, no gifts, no power, no wisdom; 

But I will boast in Jesus Christ, His death and resurrection. 

Why should I gain from His reward? I cannot give an answer; 

But this I know with all my heart, His wounds have paid my ransom. 

 

The Lord’s Supper 

 

Hymn: “Rejoice, the Lord Is King” 

Words: Charles Wesley. Music: John Darwal.  

 



Rejoice, the Lord is King: Your Lord and King adore! 

Rejoice, give thanks, and sing, and triumph evermore. 

Lift up your heart; lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

Jesus, the Savior, reigns, the God of truth and love; 

when He had purged our stains, He took His seat above. 

Lift up your heart; lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

His kingdom cannot fail, He rules o’er earth and heav’n; 

the keys of death and hell are to our Jesus giv’n. 

Lift up your heart; lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

Rejoice in glorious hope! For Christ the Judge shall come 

and take His servants up to their eternal home; 

Lift up your heart; lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

Benediction  

Hebrews 13:20–21 (ESV) 
20 Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 

shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 equip you with everything good that 

you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom 

be glory forever and ever. Amen. 


