
 
Sunday, December 18, 2022 

 

Join us live on our Facebook or YouTube page beginning at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Hymn: “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” 

Words: from the Liturgy of St. James, 5th Century. Music: Traditional French Carol. 

 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 

and with fear and trembling stand; 

ponder nothing earthly minded, 

for with blessing in His hand, 

Christ our God to earth descendeth, 

our full homage to demand. 

 

Rank on rank, the host of heaven 

spreads its vanguard on the way, 

as the Light of light descendeth 

from the realms of endless day, 

that the powers of hell may vanish, 

as the darkness clears away. 

 

At his feet the six-winged seraph; 

cherubim with sleepless eye, 

veil their faces to the Presence, 

as with ceaseless voice they cry: 

“Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Alleluia, Lord Most High!”  

 

Advent Reading and Candle Lighting 

 

Isaiah 43:1–7 (ESV)  

 1  But now thus says the LORD,  

  he who created you, O Jacob,  

he who formed you, O Israel:  



  “Fear not, for I have redeemed you;  

I have called you by name, you are mine.  

 2  When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;  

and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;  

  when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,  

and the flame shall not consume you.  

 3  For I am the LORD your God,  

the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.  

  I give Egypt as your ransom,  

Cush and Seba in exchange for you.  

 4  Because you are precious in my eyes,  

and honored, and I love you,  

  I give men in return for you,  

peoples in exchange for your life.  

 5  Fear not, for I am with you;  

I will bring your offspring from the east,  

and from the west I will gather you.  

 6  I will say to the north, Give up,  

and to the south, Do not withhold;  

  bring my sons from afar  

and my daughters from the end of the earth,  

 7  everyone who is called by my name,  

whom I created for my glory,  

whom I formed and made.”  

 

John 3:16–17 (ESV)  
16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 

perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 

but in order that the world might be saved through him.  

 

Hymn: “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 

Words: 15th century German hymn; translated by T. Baker and K. Spaeth. Music: German hymn. 

 

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung! 

Of Jesse’s lineage coming, as men of old have sung. 

It came, a flower bright, amid the cold of winter, 

when half-gone was the night. 

 

Isaiah ’twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind; 

with Mary we behold it, the Virgin Mother kind. 

To show God’s love aright she bore to men a Savior, 

when half-gone was the night. 

 

This Flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air, 

dispels with glorious splendor the darkness everywhere; 



true man, yet very God, from sin and death He saves us, 

and lightens every load. 

 

Hymn: “Thou Who Wast Rich” 

Words: Frank Houghton. Music: French Carol “Quelle Est Cette Odeur Agreable.” 

 

Thou who wast rich beyond all splendor, a 

all for love’s sake becamest poor; 

thrones for a manger didst surrender, 

sapphire-paved courts for stable floor. 

Thou who wast rich beyond all splendor, 

All for love’s sake becamest poor. 

 

Thou who art God beyond all praising, 

all for love’s sake becamest man; 

stooping so low, but sinners raising 

heavenward by Thine eternal plan. 

Thou who art God beyond all praising, 

All for love’s sake becamest man. 

 

Thou who art love beyond all telling, 

Savior and King, we worship thee. 

Emmanuel, within us dwelling, 

make us what Thou wouldst have us be. 

Thou who art love beyond all telling, 

Savior and King, we worship Thee. 

 

Sermon: “How Can We Know Jesus?” 

Luke 1:1–4 (ESV)  
1 Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things that have been 

accomplished among us, 2 just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of 

the word have delivered them to us, 3 it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely 

for some time past, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 that you may 

have certainty concerning the things you have been taught.  

 

1 John 1:1–4 (ESV)  
1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 

which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2 the life 

was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which 

was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 3 that which we have seen and heard we 

proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with 

the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4 And we are writing these things so that our joy may be 

complete.  

 

 

 



Hymn: “In Christ Alone” 

Words and music: Keith Getty and Stuart Townend. 

 

In Christ alone my hope is found; He is my light, my strength, my song; 

This Cornerstone, this solid ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 

What heights of love, what depths of peace when fears are stilled, when strivings cease. 

My Comforter, my All in All; here in the love of Christ I stand. 

 

In Christ alone, who took on flesh; fullness of God in helpless babe. 

This gift of love and righteousness scorned by the ones He came to save; 

’til on that cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied; 

for every sin on Him was laid; here in the death of Christ I live. 

 

There in the ground His body lay; Light of the world by darkness slain. 

Then, bursting forth in glorious Day, up from the grave He rose again! 

And as He stands in victory, sin’s curse has lost its grip on me;  

for I am His and He is mine, bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the power of Christ in me. 

From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny. 

No power of hell, no scheme of man can ever pluck me from His hand; 

’til He returns or calls me home, here in the power of Christ I’ll stand! 

 

Benediction  

2 Thessalonians 3:16, 18 (ESV)  
16 Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in every way. The Lord be with 

you all. . . . 18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  


