WEST BRIDGEWATER

COMMUNITY CHURCH
Sunday, December 12, 2021

Join us Iive on our Facebook or YouTube page beginning at 10:30 a.m.
Welcome and Announcements
Opening Prayer

Hymn: “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
Words by Charles Wesley, music by Rowland H. Prichard

Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth Thou art;

dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

Born Thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King,
born to reign in us forever, now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone;

by Thine all sufficient merit, raise us to Thy glorious throne.

Hymn: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
Words: Latin Hymm, trans. |. M. Neale, H. S. Coffin. Additional words by S. Cook, B. Kauflin.
Music: Plainsong (“V'eni Emmanuel”)

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoicel Emmanuel shall by His word our darkness dispel.

O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by Thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadow put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free Thine own from Satan’s tyranny;
From depths of hell Thy people save, and give them victory o’er the grave.
Rejoice! Rejoicel Emmanuel shall by His word our darkness dispel.



O come, Desire of Nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind.
Bid envy, strife, and quarrels cease; fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.
Rejoice! Rejoicel Emmanuel has banished every fear of hell.

Hymn: “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”
Words: Aurelius C. Prudentins. Music: Plainsong.

Of the Father’s love begotten, ere the worlds began to be,
He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending He,
of the things that are, that have been,

and that future years shall see, evermore and evermore!

O ye heights of heaven adore Him; angel hosts, His praises sing;
powers, dominions, bow before Him, and extol our God and King!
Let no tongue on earth be silent,

every voice in concert sing, evermore and evermore!

Christ, to Thee with God the Father, and, O Holy Ghost, to Thee,
hymn and chant and high thanksgiving, and unwearied praises be:
honor, glory, and dominion,

and eternal victory, evermore and evermore!

Time of Prayer
Sermon: “Born King of the Jews”
We'll look at several passages in the Old Testament about kings, including the following:

Deuteronomy 17:14-20 (ESV)

'*“When you come to the land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you possess it and
dwell in it and then say, ‘I will set a king over me, like all the nations that are around me,” " you may
indeed set a king over you whom the LORD your God will choose. One from among your brothers
you shall set as king over you. You may not put a foreigner over you, who is not your brother.

' Only he must not acquire many horses for himself or cause the people to return to Egypt in order
to acquire many horses, since the LORD has said to you, “You shall never return that way again.’

' And he shall not acquire many wives for himself, lest his heart turn away, nor shall he acquite for
himself excessive silver and gold.

'"“And when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write for himself in a book a copy of
this law, approved by the Levitical priests. '” And it shall be with him, and he shall read in it all the
days of his life, that he may learn to fear the LORD his God by keeping all the words of this law and
these statutes, and doing them, * that his heart may not be lifted up above his brothers, and that he
may not turn aside from the commandment, either to the right hand or to the left, so that he may

continue long in his kingdom, he and his children, in Israel.



Judges 8:22-23 (ESV)

*Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, “Rule over us, you and your son and your grandson also,
for you have saved us from the hand of Midian.” * Gideon said to them, “I will not rule over you,
and my son will not rule over you; the LORD will rule over you.”

Judges 17:6 (ESV)
In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.

1 Samuel 8:4-9 (ESV)

*Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah ° and said to him,
“Behold, you are old and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now appoint for us a king to judge us
like all the nations.” °But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to judge us.”
And Samuel prayed to the LORD. " And the LORD said to Samuel, “Obey the voice of the people in
all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king
over them. * According to all the deeds that they have done, from the day I brought them up out of
Egypt even to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are also doing to you. * Now
then, obey their voice; only you shall solemnly warn them and show them the ways of the king who
shall reign over them.”

2 Samuel 7:8-16 (ESV)

*“Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, “Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you
from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel. > And 1
have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And 1
will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. "’ And I will appoint a
place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be
disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no more, as formetly, "' from the time that I
appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover,
the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. '*When your days are fulfilled and
you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your
body, and I will establish his kingdom. "> He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the
throne of his kingdom forever. '*I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he
commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men,

" but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from

before you. '* And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne
shall be established forever.””

Acts 13:16-23 (ESV)
'*So Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand said:

“Men of Israel and you who fear God, listen. ' 'The God of this people Israel chose our fathers
and made the people great during their stay in the land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led them
out of it. ' And for about forty years he put up with them in the wilderness. ' And after destroying
seven nations in the land of Canaan, he gave them their land as an inheritance. *’ All this took about
450 years. And after that he gave them judges until Samuel the prophet. > Then they asked for a
king, and God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years.

*> And when he had removed him, he raised up David to be their king, of whom he testified and



said, ‘I have found in David the son of Jesse a man after my heart, who will do all my will.” ® Of this
man’s offspring God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he promised.”

Hymn: “Thou Who Wast Rich”
Words: Frank Houghton. Music: French Carol “Quelle Est Cette Odenr Agreable.”

Thou who wast rich beyond all splendor, a
all for love’s sake becamest poor;

thrones for a manger didst surrender,
sapphire-paved courts for stable floor.
Thou who wast rich beyond all splendor,
All for love’s sake becamest poor.

Thou who art God beyond all praising,
all for love’s sake becamest man;
stooping so low, but sinners raising
heavenward by Thine eternal plan.
Thou who art God beyond all praising,
All for love’s sake becamest man.

Thou who art love beyond all telling,
Savior and King, we worship thee.
Emmanuel, within us dwelling,

make us what Thou wouldst have us be.
Thou who art love beyond all telling,
Savior and King, we worship Thee.

Benediction
Romans 16:25-27 (ESV)

*Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages ** but has now
been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according to
the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— *' to the only wise God be
glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.



